HANDS-FREE STYLIST STAND 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to a support assembly and more particularly, relates to a 
support assembly designed for use with a hand-held hair dryer. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The use of hand-held hair dryers is widely practised and many such hand-held hair 
dryers are known in the art. The hand-held hair dryers have replaced the older bonnet type 
hair dryers which are now only normally associated with hair salons or the like. Even with 
hair salons, many use the portable hand-held hair dryers as it permits both flexibility and 
speed. 

One of the prime advantages of the hand-held hair dryer is their portability and 
relatively low cost. Many different brands of hand-held hair dryers exist with many 
different configurations. However, most of such hand-held hair-dryers have a handle 
portion containing the trigger for activating the hair dryer and a nozzle portion from which 
the hot air emanates. 

One advantage which the bonnet type hair dryer has compared to the hand-held hair 
dryer is that the hands are free to utilize the various accessories available for manipulating 
the hair during the drying process. In order to overcome this disadvantage, it has been 
proposed in the art that various types of implements be employed to hold the hand-held type 
hair dryer during the drying step. While many such proposals exist in the patent literature, 
they have not being accepted in the commercial world, neither with professionals nor the 
home user. It is believed that the reasons for non-acceptance can include the relatively 
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complex nature of many of the devices as well as their lack of adjustability. Furthermore, 
many are not suitable for use with today's hand-held hair dryers. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an assembly for holding a hands 
free hair dryer and which assembly is both suited for different types of hair dryers and 
provides for flexibility of positioning. 

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is provided an assembly for 
holding a portable hair dryer having a handle and a nozzle comprising a cradle for holding 
the hair dryer, the cradle having a lower portion adapted to receive the handle of the hair 
dryer and an upper portion to receive and support the nozzle of the hair dryer; a mounting 
means designed to be mounted to a substrate and a connecting assembly between the 
mounting means and the cradle, the connecting assembly permitting movement of the cradle 
in at least two mutually perpendicular planes. 

The assembly of the present invention, as aforementioned, includes a cradle which is 
adapted to receive and hold the hand-held hair dryer. To this end, there is provided a lower 
portion which is designed to receive the end handle of the hair dryer and the upper portion 
which is designed to support the nozzle of the hair dryer. It will be understood that the hair 
dryer is a conventional one wherein there is provided a nozzle with a downwardly extending 
handle portion. The handle portion conventionally contains the controls for the dryer. 

In one embodiment, the upper portion and lower portion of the cradle are both 
formed of rod-like elements configured to a desired shape. In this embodiment, the lower 
portion is comprised of two ring-like elements, with the upper ring being sized larger than 
the lower ring to accommodate various types of hand-held hair dryers. 
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The upper portion of the cradle preferably has an overall U-shaped configuration 
which is designed to support the nozzle of the hand-held hair-dryer. In a manner similar to 
the lower portion designed to hold the handle, the upper portion may likewise be formed of 
rod-like elements. Alternatively, the U-shaped portion may be formed of a solid piece of 
material. 

The means for mounting the assembly to a substrate may comprise any conventional. 
Thus, one may use various types of clamps or other attachments or indeed, the mounting 
means may take the form of a stand which is designed to merely stand on the floor. 

Intermediate the mounting means and the cradle is a connecting assembly which 
permits movement of the cradle in the various directions. Various types of connecting 
assemblies may be employed including scissor arrangements, goose necks, etc. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Having thus generally described the invention, reference will be made to the 
accompanying drawings illustrating embodiments thereof, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating one embodiment of an assembly according 
to the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the cradle portion thereof; 

Figure 3 is a top plan view thereof; 

Figure 4 is a rear elevational view thereof; 

Figure 5 is a front elevational view thereof; 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a modified embodiment of the device of the present 
invention; and 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a still further embodiment of the present invention. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawings in greater detail and by reference characters thereto, there 
is illustrated a support assembly which is generally designated by reference numeral 8. 

Support assembly 8 includes a cradle portion generally designated by reference 
numeral 10, a mounting portion generally designated by reference numeral 12, and a 
connecting portion generally designated by reference numeral 14 and which is intermediate 
to cradle portion 10 and mounting portion 12. 

Cradle portion 10, as may be seen in Figure 1, includes a back plate 16 to which there 
is secured an upper ring 18 and a lower ring 20. It will be noted that upper ring 18 is sized 
to have a larger diameter than that of lower ring 20. Back plate 16, upper ring 1 8 and lower 
ring 20 define a handle support portion 19. 

There is also provided a nozzle support which is generally designated by reference 
numeral 22 and which includes a front U-shaped element 24 and a rear U-shaped element 26 
which are connected by connecting arms 28 and 30. As may be seen in the drawings, rear 
U-shaped element 26 is secured to upper ring 18. 

Extending outwardly and rearwardly from back plate 16 is a socket 32. Socket 32 is 
designed to receive a goose neck 34 which forms the connecting portion 14. Goose necks 
are well known in the art and need not be discussed herein. 

Mounting member 36 is only partially shown and can form a part of a clamp or 
alternatively, be a vertical stand. 

As shown in dotted lines, a hair dryer is supported by cradle 10 with the handle 
portion 42 thereof extending through upper ring 18 and lower ring 20. Nozzle portion 44 is 
supported by nozzle support 22 and in particular, by U-shaped elements 24, 26. Cord 46 of 



hair dryer 40 is appropriately connected to an electrical outlet. 

As will be seen from the above, there is provided a simple yet convenient support for 
the hair dryer 40 while permitting access to the controls thereon. 

In the embodiment of Figure 6, there is provided a clamp 50 which forms the 
mounting portion 12 and which is designed to be secured to a table 52. From clamp 50, 
there extends a first arm 54 which has a first end 56 rotatably secured to clamp 50 through 
member 66 and a second hand 58 rotatably secured to a locking member 68. A second arm 
60 has a first end 62 secured to a rotatable connecting member 68 and a second end 64 
secured to a further rotatable member 70 which in turn is secured to back plate 16. 
Members 66. 68 and 70 can lock the arms in any desired position. 

In a further embodiment, and as illustrated in Figure 7, there is provided a wall plate 
74 designed to be mounted to a wall. A scissor arm assembly 76 is utilised which is 
connected to an arm 78 on top of which is mounted goose neck 34. 

It will be understood that the above described embodiments are for purposes of 
illustration only and that changes and modifications may be made thereto without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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